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of Europe, the ambition of Louis Napoleon, the spread
of democracy and socialism through continental popula-
tions ; all these possible sources of danger supplied him
with new reasons for England's standing by her estab-
lished order of things;  and, of course, it would be
needless to say, among the things established t by that
order, the  Conservative  orator treated, as  of special
importance, the duty on the manufacture of paper.   All
this sounds absurd enough, if calmly considered by a
practical reader after a long distance   of years, and,
indeed, it sounded absurd enough to many of us at the
time; but the extraordinary plausibility of the speaker
invested it with a certain air of impressiveness, an air
of something beyond mere plausibility and the inge-
nious pleading of a skilful advocate.    I remember that
I could not help wondering at the time what Lynd-
hurst himself must have thought about much of it;
and what frank admissions he might have made to some
of his closer friends at the dinner-party which he gave
in honour of his birthday that same evening.    But I
was not lucky enough to have any opportunity of gain-
ing or even seeking his confidence on that point; for I
never even spoke to Lyndhurst, and I never heard him
speak after that momentous debate which has just now
come back in so peculiar a fashion to my memory. Ln rifftiiv tiiiifl* Ji45tl4*lay; tint
